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October 15, 2020
Dear Hebrew University students,
We wish you an enjoyable academic year.

The Hebrew University continues to be the leading academic institution in Israel, in
research and teaching. The number of applicants for study at HUJI has increased by
about 40% over the past three years, and we regret that we can only admit a small
percentage of applicants. Student satisfaction is high, and it has been improving in
recent years. The Hebrew University considers the students equal partners in learning,
and it encourages critical thinking and skepticism. In this spirit, this letter was written in
coordination with the Student Union leadership.

1. As you know, the academic year will open with distance teaching and learning,
through Zoom. We hope that during the semester we will be able to start teaching in
classrooms on campus, and we are continuing to carry out technological preparations for
this. We encourage meetings among students, presence on campus and dormitories and
shared social activities, which are essential for our existence and academic success — all,
of course, while adhering to the health guidelines. There are dedicated learning
complexes on campuses, designed to allow meetings in a ventilated space, with the
infrastructure required for online learning, alongside the regular learning spaces on
campuses. In accordance with improvement in the health situation in Israel, we will
return to a form of study that combines study on campus with online studies.

2. The University is working to ensure a learning continuum throughout the semester.
The University units will operate in accordance with the rules set out in the study
regulations (available here), and, as much as possible, will avoid making changes in
assessment methods. The Teaching and Policy Committee works in collaboration with
the Student Union.

3. Some courses will be held on campus, subject to health guidelines. These are mainly
practical or clinical training courses and laboratory courses. The departments will notify
you when these courses will commence as soon as we have clear government
guidelines. Students enrolled in these courses and are not able to come to study on
campus for health reasons (e.g., because the student is in home isolation or belongs to a
risk group), will be able to receive an exemption from the obligation to attend the course
physically on campus.

4. Teaching and learning through Zoom is challenging. The teachers have been trained
for online teaching, technically and pedagogically, and have been instructed to diversify
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the teaching methods as much as possible, by integrating discussions in Zoom rooms,
polls, short videos and more. Numerical grades will be given this semester, and we are
already preparing for that.

5. Video cameras: Our goal is for all class participants to be able to see everyone else’s
faces, via video streaming on Zoom. Etiquette suggests that students allow the instructor
to see them as they listen and respond. Having the camera on reduces students’
distractions during class, and it is also essential for creating a learning community.
Accordingly, students are asked to have their camera on during each Zoom class, for the
duration of the lesson. At the same time, a student can be exempted from the obligation
to turn the camera on, by submitting a reasoned request to the instructor before class. If
your reason for requesting the exemption is that you lack the appropriate equipment,
please contact the Dean of Students, who may help in this matter.

6. Participation: Teachers have been instructed to encourage students to participate
actively in the lesson, including by answering the instructor’s questions, asking your own
questions, and presenting your comments and critiques.

Alongside the traditional means for class participation, by raising hands (to raise your
hand in Zoom: press “participants,” and in the window that opens, bottom left, click on
raise hand; click again on raise hand to cancel the request to participate), Zoom offers
additional ways. One way is “chat.” To avoid distractions during class, it is best to limit
written discussion to set times. Another option is student group discussion (“breakout
rooms”) during the lesson. Discussion in Zoom rooms provides students with an
opportunity to get to know their classmates and to discuss and clarify study material, by
means of a joint discussion of a question that the instructor asked. Experience shows
that the best way to learn is “peer learning,” both during and out of class (in this regard,
you may want to watch this short video). Finally, we have instructed teachers to create
an open forum on the course website on Moodle, for written discussions about the
lesson. We encourage all of the course participants to take part in the forum.

7. Recordings: Due to the fact that the current semester will begin with distance
learning, in general, the lessons will be recorded and the recordings can be used by the
students taking the course. The recordings are only available to students who are
registered for the course. The recordings may not be used for anything other than
learning in the course. Students may not record lessons independently without the
instructor’s consent. Teachers were instructed to discuss the issue of recording with the
students, and may avoid recording.
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8. In cases of disagreement with decisions pertaining to academic matters, please
contact the dean of the faculty or school. If necessary, the dean’s decisions may be
appealed to the chair of the Teaching and Policy Committee, Prof. Boaz Yuval. In aspects
pertaining to need for personal assistance, including financial difficulties, emotional
difficulties, adaptations for special needs, etc. please contact the Dean of Students. The
Dean offers an augmented support system during the coronavirus period._The Dean's
website contains detailed information on how to submit inquiries and requests on
various issues. You are also encouraged to contact the Students’ Union.

9. The University is working to provide special relief for our dormitory residents. The
exact arrangements in this matter will be sent to dormitory residents.

10. The Hebrew University provides each student one entry to the Israel Museum free of
charge (the benefit is worth 39 NIS, and is funded by the University). The details
regarding this will be published once the Museum reopens.

We wish all of you a fruitful and successful academic year and good health.
Best regards,
Prof. Barak Medina, Rector

Prof. Guy Harpaz, Dean of Students

9190501 yuaall @uliyygl,wjliall J1o | Mt. Scopus, Jerusalem 9190501, Israel | 9190501 O IW17 , 0'91N{1 i
rector@savion.huji.ac.il | F+972.2.5811023 0p9 | T+972.2.5882919/20 "1


mailto:Boaz%2520Yuval%2520%253Cboaz.yuval@mail.huji.ac.il%253E
https://studean.huji.ac.il/
https://studean.huji.ac.il/

TBpIn navy U"'7W]1‘J mMAayn auoaaINag
Office of the Rector THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
Jgis)ll Qisa wuadll @ilinygl wna dnell aealall

2020 x5S 15
iyl Aalal) 3a g U Apla g
Asian Al ) ddw gaeall el
el 232 315 Gl s Canll 3 il pual (8 500 1 ApaplSY) s 5all Ui S 3 Ay jonl) Amalall e
L) i yall (e B i Ao (5 3o 58 LilSal ane e caulig 3 a¥) EEN @l sind) 3 %40 saiy
SR Y) i sadl b cpantlly 32T a5 g e Ul
DA oK G Jali a3 el Gyl e any e alail g a3l g e 58 LS cqatibnn sl jall alal) 1
cndi B l) 8 GIAT s ol iSO Slae W) 8 (g patie g Cghiall (8 G 3l ey (e sl Al Jiadl)
Lelaa¥l dha¥) s oSl (et ayall 8 aal il e g Qlhall G clelal 4l e ands
s sini Aaall cilali ) e Jaliall we buad @l JS ¢ oadlSY) lialai s B g sl i 5 5 g a5 S jiiall
Aiaill Al JS aa A gee Ailaia 8 Qlelly Fland] dasias s Laad s daalsd Glaass e dadal) o sl
e Lilad Aaalall el b aleill Lalal) el cleand) caila ) s 31 e aladill da 33U) Clanall
il 5 oyl 8 el (s e G (e 0 Ay ) 3 i i al) 6 (m pall g g (e
20 A ilie JS (sl aly Cumg i i) e

2ol I 88 g daaladl Glaa g Jantin |l ol Jeadll ) pha aalaill 25 ) paind Jlasa e daalad) Jans 2
7"n1 s Jead GV ja8 an@il) § pda 8 ) juatl) cuiadin g (L) addedll meia 8 lpple (a paial)
Adlal) alas) dueas &= Cstanlly ((‘:\S’_ﬂ\} A Hall Q\;\‘);\)

Fan 528 lilicn (LWL (ks Aaal) sLa Y Uiy e pnalad) ayal) 6 il o yiom ¢ 3 i 3
4 lag (53l 2e sall G geady GLudY) Calise J8 (e Al Jls ) i | poidall Cililase 5 43 5 pu ) Alac
OO (St il 5l Gt (Saall (e ¢y sSs A Sal s Y il 3 yaas lilcal) o3 a5
S oo «Jhall i o) daa QL Qg pall ) siandl G )5Sy o Gaall 5 clilial) 2a 8 Cplaid)
B\ palae o) 4 sl Tu yi o gumally ol NI (pa slie] e gl e ("l 3" de same ) elaitY)

il B\t 5) (lasal

O O S aaaie Lagas (5580 O gy (baad a5 31 G phadl (re ey (e alaill g g paill 22y 4
Bob sl (ol dua g3 a8 Lyso 5is LS s 1Y) e e il e G pdalaall a5 a3 i ja ) sal
B_mald Cila a8 smad (ULl ca g 3 B LB Ca e (LBl G med A e (GSLY) a8 Gy i)

OV Al awis g daae cladle elae) A (38l Al Juadll A o 5

O A padd gl a5 s e Jsadll (8 (S jliall paa (S o Lidas 1 (D) jalS) o eai V)5
Agual i) Ala s Sy Cua Aa guadll sl Al QoS ety Va5 IS e spaidll s Eiy 35k
O ARl peail) A0 I8 e LudBU () s 5 O saliny agi s 2 Blaleall GOl ransy () oY) Glllaie (e
By e aaine oL Liayl 45 )5 a8 5 daaadll o) LIV Cle) 52 Bl iy o)) (e Cagad)

9190501 yuaall @uliyygl,wjliall J1o | Mt. Scopus, Jerusalem 9190501, Israel | 9190501 O IW17 , 0'91N{1 i
rector@savion.huji.ac.il | F+972.2.5811023 0p9 | T+972.2.5882919/20 "1


https://studentsadmin.huji.ac.il/study

T1PIN NIvH o7V mIaun TN
Office of the Rector THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM

Jgisyll qisa guadll @ulinygl na aypsll a=alall

Ja8 8\ jpalaall (ha cdﬂd\@cu&&k& cf)mﬂ\d\dme\ﬂ‘ﬂ\w;us\ésdmmu\ﬁ\g_ﬁuaﬂ
_'5_)1.9‘2“

B\ ualaall Al e W) Gk e ) (8 Adalill AS LA il oy pualaall A 53 65 0AS LI 6
SS801 i, sparticipants e i) 5 i il gl sl 5015 el oy ALY ¢ e
Gl clad¥ 5 L) e 5 30 3 e baall iy s(raise handosd sl o jlan Jaul e mifin A
(Chat) &ia sl ol ce &S Ay i TAGY1 o 33a)s Kl s sl (s o551 o «(AS 2D
o) o) anae 8 5Y Ay Al AL el )y puabaall A5 3 el oL oY) LS rin
oyl 2l i jall 8 Al eans ol el (LA G e ) e sane b G 4 AT L
el B\ paladd) i (e da jha a3 ) AS yidie 28800 A (e Al all Bald) Jica s A jall o3 ) e
(S 5l 158 33815y pom s ) A 5 ool L8 M1 EY) cpn ol ALl Ryl ol ) )
(s L A ) LB i gie eyl (8 (Bl g i L) el A 5 o3

A AS i) a5 el

(0o S gl danlall Bpaa V) s (palall sl jall daadll (8 G il (5 3S e (5 e 1D 7
Leialt) 5 e g ol ot () Liagl 4 il el p3il) e Bl Lia 5 alail] 82 g S3banill it
O o UL Dl ATl el L e VL 25 Y5 s ) 8 guma ]l iy o] Sl
OSazs M) it e 1S 050 a3 Wiasyss (8 c2ny (e plailly Liagl oy (sl i jall Jucail
sl UL 1 Aalie gyl E5himnst Shasall 8 (S el (U iy inY dlmdl) oot
Slasall 8 el e 31 st oY Lealiid say Vs ecblateV) s i Aled o Leiia plen s Fosdl) 3

Blalaall 438 g (050 e IS o s dinii o Y ) oy Balall 4881 g0 (52

dalaia llal Zaalall 3 lal Calfiia) eladdii g 43S pall Zabaad) (g B & S3 (A1 el &= 5 5 (e WD)
S 38 gl (pa B yolim Caad 5 shadll 038 ol Jiaasd e alaall (Bay 431 ) i s il L eliae] LS
daalal gl Gl eV (138w o rmmaa aSall oy a3l lail dege Cud Ol o) e paly
Cporalaall mas o) daaladl 3 la) o855 488) gall g & WBY) (ulil e Jant g ApaadlSY) 3 jall o yiad 4yl
3V (55 8 8 pa CSA dpa s Alla 8 Cbaail) AL () 5 aniiinn cagaien 0S5 al o) el i
Gy e Gl o siadl o dalall Caed 13 dia yaal) o) A< slasee ) 4 sill Cany ey alSY)
ailaill g Gyt e pad Aiad JUgs o o padg jull adailly a5l el yal Riad Gy oa B\l
mbaiil i iy Ao Adhll At mas ae Gradilly ety cdaaladls Al jall Glel ja) a3 e A y5ua
o Aalaly (BLaSS o ya lly L5555 oLy st Aol liaa geea) 33 (bl SR Bac Lol
@ld ey doala cilalia el dds il saa dulle b yaaa Glb 6 Lay daadidl) saclual

9190501 yuaall @uliyygl,wjliall J1o | Mt. Scopus, Jerusalem 9190501, Israel | 9190501 O IW17 , 0'91N{1 i
rector@savion.huji.ac.il | F+972.2.5811023 0p9 | T+972.2.5882919/20 "1


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z9orbxoRofI
mailto:Boaz%2520Yuval%2520%253Cboaz.yuval@mail.huji.ac.il%253E
mailto:Boaz%2520Yuval%2520%253Cboaz.yuval@mail.huji.ac.il%253E
mailto:Boaz%2520Yuval%2520%253Cboaz.yuval@mail.huji.ac.il%253E

T1PIN NIvH o7V mIaun TN

Office of the Rector THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
Jgisyll qisa guadll @ulinygl na aypsll a=alall
e danl) a8 sa (g ging Ui )5S 3 5id JOA Wi aen bl dee a2ty Al Hlae A as il s

) Jsaall lgll ae sall Jaall &3 clein (o L omalall (Sl Sl dals cilidas ya 8 e daslall Joxi 9
sy | sald ) Al gY V) Andall g la il lals (3laty Lasd Gl (i 5 s o O i siall (s Sl
s il gralad) Sl (S 00 i Adpme dag pd Ja (8 (oSl 8 AT (ool Ji8 oY) dae

Lokal) 138 8 dagal

aaie (A Ulse Jsaall e s\alla JS St daa 50 pald a5 s (e Y1 5558 (e 6lgii¥1 2ie 10
C\I}lﬁbd\.ﬂ;\h&_}a‘}” \&ua_,mudgmmﬂeﬁ;\ujc(h&\dﬁw”wcd&u39ww)d§3\y\
Caniidll

Sl Agman 1 i 510y 30 13 ghanas ¢y 5SS elapany Jrilly Canad 2y (e Abeilly Amlanas ol 2 Yl

3 (L) S U sy () da il Camy Aaepd QY1 sV (B - A sraa 4 (5300 (53l @ saiasa (5] U Adlall
(L) Akl ae

Ba daiag laaliy ) yaie Ll o lle QLJLH\}LJM\@AA]‘S.\AM

4\.’\3\:\;3 &
O5S) e &l yy gudg g
Adlall dee < Gua sla sud s

9190501 yuaall @uliyygl,wjliall J1o | Mt. Scopus, Jerusalem 9190501, Israel | 9190501 O IW17 , 0'91N{1 i
rector@savion.huji.ac.il | F+972.2.5811023 0p9 | T+972.2.5882919/20 "1


https://studean.huji.ac.il/
https://studean.huji.ac.il/
https://studean.huji.ac.il/
https://studean.huji.ac.il/
mailto:Guy%2520Harpaz%2520%253CGuy.Harpaz@mail.huji.ac.il%253E

