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Dear Colleagues,

Warm congratulations to our faculty members, Yinon Ben-Neriah, Tsvi Piran, Avner De-
Shalit, and Benjamin Z. Kedar, for winning the prestigious 2019 EMET prize. The
selection of our faculty members as laureates in all five fields in which prizes are awarded,
and five out of the overall eleven winners this year, is yet another indication of the leading
position of the Hebrew University.

Prof. Yinon Ben-Neriah from the Immunology and Cancer Research Department,
IMRIC, Faculty of Medicine, has won the EMET prize in Life Sciences—Bio-Medicine.
Yinon studies cancer development and therapy. Among his main achievements are:
determination of the structure of Bcr-Abl, one of the earliest-discovered onco-proteins
and developing a prototype targeted cancer therapy based on Bcr-Abl inhibition;
deciphering key components in the signaling pathway of NF-kB and Wnt, having a major
impact in cancer; identifying NF-kB as the first molecular link between inflammation and
cancer; identifying a new type of low grade, smoldering inflammation (parainflammation)
prevailing in many human cancer types, and the development of a new class of small
molecule kinase inhibitors with profound therapeutic effect in a mouse model of
aggressive human leukemia. One of these inhibitors has already been approved by the
FDA for clinical trial. Yinon is highly appraised by his colleagues and students. He is
extensively involved in academic administration, including serving as Vice-Dean for
Research at the Faculty of Medicine, and acting as co-director of the SignGene joint PhD
School for Berlin Institutes, the Hebrew University, and the Technion.

Prof. Tsvi Piran, from the Racah Institute of Physics, the Faculty of Sciences, won the
EMET prize in Exact Sciences—Physics and Space. Tsvi is among a handful of
internationally leading scholars in astrophysics, in areas ranging from gravitation, black
holes and the structure of the universe. He has published more than 400 articles. He has
made important contributions to the understanding of the theory of gamma-ray bursts, a
subject on which he is the world’s foremost expert, as well numerical relativity,
gravitational waves, and quantum gravity. Tsvi has received many accolades and he is the
only astrophysicist who has merited two advanced ERC grants from the EU. He has also
contributed greatly to the academic community. He has had a tremendous impact on a
variety of subjects in theoretical physics through his organization of the Jerusalem Winter
Schools and our Institute of Advanced Studies. Furthermore, Tsvi successfully served as
Dean of our School of Business Administration.

Dr. David Winfeld, from the department of Hebrew Literature, the Faculty of
Humanities, has won the EMET prize in the field of Culture and Art—Translation. David
studies Hebrew Literature of the second part of the 19" Century and Modern Hebrew
poetry. David is highly appraised for his extensive work in translating to Hebrew poetry
and prose from Polish, Yiddish, and English. His excellent work in translating poetry
substantially influenced the development of Israeli poetry.

Prof. Avner de-Shalit, from the Department of Political Science at the Faculty of Social
Sciences, received the EMET prize in Social Sciences. Avner has published eight books
and dozens of articles, that have formed his position as one of the leading contemporary
political philosophers. He made substantial contributions in the fields of Green Political
Theory, Obligations towards Future Generations, the Poor and Disadvantaged, and Urban
Political Philosophy. Avner is also a wonder as a teacher. He is a leader in academic life,
successfully having served as Department Head and then as Dean, and played a central
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role in forming the teaching programs in PPE and Glocal—Development Studies. He is
also involved in converting his political ideas from theory to practice. Avner won the prize
together with Azar Gat from Tel-Aviv University.

Prof. (emeritus) Benjamin Z. Kedar from the Department of History at the Faculty of
Humanities has won the EMET prize in Humanities—history. Prof. Kedar is a world
expert in the study of the Crusades. His research covers different periods and cultures,
with an emphasis on the European Middle Ages, comparing different civilizations,
utilizing a variety of qualitative and quantitative methods. He also studies the cultural
history of the Frankish Kingdom of Jerusalem. He successfully fulfilled various
leadership positions at the Hebrew University, including the establishment of the School
of History, head of the Research Students Authority and director of our Institute of
Advanced Studies.

Best, Asher and Barak
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