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The European Forum at the Hebrew University, responding to the
goals of its creation, has become a leading research and teaching hub
for the study of Europe in Israel. Drawing on university-wide expertise
and excellence, the Forum is a multi- and inter-disciplinary intellectual
community bridging social sciences, humanities and legal studies.
Being a unique setting for academic inquiry and teaching, the
European Forum nurtures academic excellence, cutting-edge
research and offers graduate and post-graduate programs in
European Studies and in German Studies. Through its six research
centers and SPECTRUM project, strong links with the university’'s
relevant academic departments, international and domestic
collaborations, and the policy sphere, the European Forum engages
with and contributes to the debate over Europe.
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The general achievements are:

During the ten first years of its existence, the European Forum has
built two MA study programs (both with a research and a non-
research track), shaped its research profile, and acquired a
reputation in the Israeli and international academic world.
Consequently, the Forum is at the heart of graduate studies of
European Studies and Contemporary Germany in Israel. The
Forum is the first academic institute in Israel to grant an MA title in
European Studies and in German Studies.

The Forum is attractive not only for highly motivated MA students
but also for PhD candidates and postdoctoral young scholars. The
interaction between graduate students at various stages of study
and individual research is one of the Forum’s main achievements.
However, most of our students have to look for supervisors in
other departments, since the Forum does not have its own
academic staff. Unfortunately, in the past we lost a few talented
students because we could not offer them a supervisor from within
the Forum. Lately, the program in German Studies received three
half tenured positions, and the new lecturers are already
supervising the research work of any student they can. To be able
to go on nurturing the Forum as a research-encouraging
environment for graduate students in various stages, the program
in European Studies will need its own academic staff, too, and the
forth half tenure position of German Studies has to be filled.
Serving as the principal teaching center of European Studies and
German Studies for Israel, the Forum cultivates new generations
of academics, policymakers, intellectuals, and media specialists
who are already acting as leaders in different constellations
involving both European-Israeli relations, German-Israeli relations,
as well as European-Middle Eastern relations.

In the present structure of the university, the European Forum is
the only teaching and research body to be academically affiliated
to three faculties relevant to its interdisciplinary profile: Social
Sciences, Humanities, and Law. Cooperation with the various
Departments and Centers of the different Faculties, like the
Department of History, the Koebner Center for German History,
the Department of International Relations, Political Science, etc. in
the fields of economy, politics, history, culture, society, institutions,
international relations, foreign policy, law and functioning in
Europe, is fruitful and should be continued and further developed.
The Forum is identifying and establishing new fields of knowledge
in European Studies that have not yet been explored or
consistently taught in Israeli universities with the aim of integrating
these fields into a consistent and coherent program of research
and instruction. This is done by recruiting external lecturers from
Israel and abroad, and by nurturing and supporting young
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scholars. Nevertheless, this does not assure the stability of the
program, since none of these lecturers are an integral part of our
faculty.

In order to do so, the European Forum is creating and/or
maintaining a collaborative network with universities and research
institutes in Israel, Europe and other worldwide locations, like the
international DAAD Centers for German Studies, the international
Centers for Austrian Studies, the international network of Austrian
Libraries, the Italian Association of Friends of the Hebrew
University, the Center for French Research in Jerusalem (CRFJ),
The Israeli Center for Russian and Eurasian Studies (ICRES), and
more.

Guest courses in English supplement the courses offered by the
Hebrew University faculty and external lecturers. Joint programs of
study with European universities are planned with the intention of
offering top students from Israel and Europe the opportunity to
complete part of their studies in the host country. The model is the
mutual and fruitful program which we and the department of
International Relations established with the Freie Universitat Berlin
a few years ago.

The Forum is actively engaging its students in research projects,
encouraging and training them to publish the first fruits of their
research endeavors in the ‘Working Papers’ series especially
designed for this purpose.

The European Forum organizes symposia and colloquia for
scholars and advanced students, and open conferences for the
general public. Symposia and colloquia serve as platforms to sum
up and expand the findings of research projects conducted within
the Forum. They deepen the knowledge of students and the wider
public on important, relevant issues. They also aim to enlarge the
circle of partners outside Israel, making new acquaintances and
establishing new working relationships. Proceedings of
conferences and the most prominent lectures are published in the
Center's 'Conference and Lectures Series'.

The Forum is striving to advance a differentiated picture of
contemporary Europe and reach out to the Israeli public through
symposia and publications. The European Forum hosts
statesmen, writers, journalists, and artists, creating opportunities
for them to address the Israeli public in a whole range of events,
such as lectures, workshops, and round table debates.

Activities take place in all the Centers that the Forum consists of,
but the main volume of activity takes place in the Helmut Kohl
Institute for European Studies, the DAAD Center for German
Studies, and the Center for Austrian Studies, which have larger
budgets. We strive to increase the volume of activity in our other
centers — the Center for the Study of Italian Culture, the Paul
Desmarais Center for the Study of French Culture, and the



Marjorie Mayrock Center for Russian, Euro-Asian and East-
European Research. At the moment, most of the activities of the
latter are the fruit of cooperation with regional and other relevant
departments, but in its vision, the Forum is the hub for integrative
and comparative initiatives on the European level. In order to
implement this vision, the Forum has to raise additional
substantive funds, which can be done only by faculty affiliated to
its study programs.

The strength and the weakness of the Forum is being sui generis:
It is both a teaching framework and an umbrella for research
centers: We are expected to offer a full teaching program in
European Studies, but when we ask for tenured staff, we are
treated as a research center. Tenured staff will be able to maintain
and develop the program's own profile and nurture cooperation in
a variety of academic fields required by the Forum’s commitment
to research and teaching of contemporary Europe. Up to now, the
program has depended on the goodwill of faculty members from
various departments, either from the Hebrew University or abroad,
and therefore cannot be entirely designed according to its own
needs. Inside the European Forum, the program for German
Studies of the DAAD Center for German Studies has three half
tenured positions, shared with three other Departments
(International Relations, Communications, and Law) and a fourth
half position is due to be completed this year. These tenured
positions have proven to be successful in every respect: for the
consolidation of the curriculum, for the development of the
program as well as for the excellent cooperation between the
departments. With its new faculty members, the Program in
German Studies can finally offer its students the academic
supervision that they previously had to seek outside the Forum
(which students of the program in European Studies still have to
do). This model should be taken as the best one to adapt it to the
European Studies Program.
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Helmut Kohl Institute for European Studies

The Helmut Kohl Institute for European Studies was founded in 1991
to promote the study of Europe and the European Union in research
and teaching. The inter-disciplinary character of its approach was
determined from the very beginning through anchoring in three
faculties: social sciences, humanities and law. While developments
within the European Union are at the center of the Institute's concerns,
the perspective of Europe within the framework of its activities has
always been wider. The Institute functions as the center, initiator and
coordinator of research projects conducted by its members, the results
of these endeavors being made known to larger circles in Israel and
abroad through international conferences and seminars, lecture
series, as well as publications.

DAAD Center for German Studies

As a result of a tender offered by the DAAD (the German Academic
Exchange Service) in 2006 to all Israeli research universities, the
Hebrew University has won the competition to found a Center for
German Studies. The newly established Center, jointly financed by the
DAAD and the Hebrew University, is a graduate research and
teaching institution working in partnership with three the faculties:
Social Sciences, Humanities and Law.

The Center aims to promote the study of contemporary processes in
German society: the role of Germany in the EU and European
integration; Germany’s contribution to global economic, political,
scientific and technological transformation; Germany's place in the
contemporary cultural and artistic scene; the political and statutory
constitution of the German Federal Republic (the Basic Law after
1945); the social market economy model; problems and perspectives
following the reunification of 1989; the German language, past glory
and new meaning.

Center for Austrian Studies

The Center for Austrian Studies at the Hebrew University was
established in May 2001 as a joint initiative of the Austrian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, the Austrian Ministry of Education, Science and
Culture and the Friends of the Hebrew University in Austria. Its goal is
to promote Austrian studies and Austrian culture in Israel at the
academic level, to establish and maintain contacts between Israeli and
Austrian scholars and students by organizing symposia, lectures,
conferences and workshops on Austrian issues. “Austrian studies” is
understood in the broad sense of the word, rather than being narrowly
defined as a concentration on the geographic area covered by the
present Republic of Austria. The focus envisioned consists in
interdisciplinary, broad Central European area studies with an
Austrian core. In May 2005, the Center for Austrian Studies was
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affiliated, together with other research centers, into the European
Forum at the Hebrew University.

The Center for Austrian Studies emphasizes the role of the Republic
of Austria in the EU enlargement and integration processes and the
role of the City of Vienna as a cultural center in European history.
Attention is given to the Jewish population of the Habsburg Empire
and its multifaceted impact on European culture, especially thanks to
the Aaron Menczer Fund and the municipality of Vienna. The Center
sponsors graduate courses about Austria, organizes international
conferences and series of lectures, promotes research projects and
publications of books, "Conference and Lecture Series" and "Working
Papers".

Center for the Study of Italian Culture

The Center, founded with the help of the Friends of the Hebrew
University in Italy, is since May 2005 a part of the European Forum at
the Hebrew University. Since the European Forum is an inter- and
multidisciplinary research institute operating under three faculties,
Social Sciences, Humanities, and Law, the scope of the ltalian Center
was extended accordingly. The aims of the ltalian Center are to
promote academic relations between lItaly and Israel, concentrate on
the heritage of Italian Jewry and its contribution to the State of Israel,
and on the multiple aspects connected with Italy's role in the EU; to
develop working relationships with Italian universities and scholars; to
organize conferences and workshops on ltalian themes, coordinate
research projects, grant scholarships, invite guest lecturers, facilitate
exchange of students and faculty; to educate the coming generation of
Israelis — tomorrow’s researchers, politicians, artists and journalists —
in the history, culture, economy and politics of Italy.

Paul Desmarais Center for the Study of French Culture

The Centre Desmarais de Recherche sur la Culture Francaise was
founded in 1994 to promote an awareness of French culture at the
Hebrew University. The center, using an interdisciplinary approach,
seeks to reinforce a better understanding of the major trends in
contemporary French philosophy and culture and their impact on
science. The center organizes conferences and seminars in
philosophy, art, literature, history, and psychoanalysis, with the
participation of renowned scholars from abroad and in collaboration
with other Israeli institutions in order to present current French
perspectives to an Israeli audience.

Marjorie Mayrock Center for Russian, Eurasian and East European
Research

The Marjorie Mayrock Center for Russian, Euro-Asian and East-
European Research was founded in 1969 to promote interdisciplinary
and group research on Soviet and East European affairs. During the
Soviet era, Mayrock Center research focused on an analysis and
documentation of Soviet involvement in the Middle East. Other studies
analyzed the structure of Soviet institutions and Soviet-Third World
relations, and the status of Soviet "Olim" in Israel.

In addition to initiating and coordinating group research projects, the
Center provided facilities and conducted research projects for various
governmental and academic institutions in Israel and abroad.

Since 1991, the Center has been dealing with Russian, Euro-Asian
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and East-European Research.

SPE©TRUM Project: Visual Translations of Jerusalem

Jerusalem is a constant presence in the mind of Jews, Christians, and
Muslims. The visual element in this presence is no less weighty than
the textual testimonies. However, unlike those testimonies, the visual
evidence is still largely undervalued as a primary source in historical
and cultural studies. This project is documenting monumental,
architectural as well as pictorial and sculptural representations of
Jerusalem. We aim to study the visuality of Jerusalem in the changing
historical, religious, and spiritual background conditions; the dynamics
of exchanges and confrontations between the three monotheistic
religions as expressed visually when referring to Jerusalem; and the
relative weight and interrelations between the various media
illustrating Jerusalem abroad, at different times and geographical
locations.

The project is mainly funded by the European Research Council
(ERC), as well as by several other project-oriented funds.
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Our experience has taught that the current organizational
structure of the Forum, under one director and with one
administrative team, works well; It enables cooperation and
synergy between the Forum's research centers and study
programs, efficiency, and expertise in executing the various
activities of the Forum and its centers.
The improvement of the academic organization of the Forum
can only be achieved with permanent tenured faculty in the
Program in European Studies, who will be in charge of the core
courses, will be able to supervise graduate and research
students, and will promote research projects that will put forward
the goals of the European Forum.
As for the administrative organization, there is a need of
additional personnel with one full time position. The load of
administrative work is overwhelming.
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In its research vision, the interdisciplinary nature and structure of the
regional centers of the Forum is fully expressed. Young scholars and
research students of the Hebrew University are encouraged to
develop research projects in the area of European Integration,
Contemporary Germany, Austria and the Habsburg Empire, Russia
and Eurasia, French and Italian Culture.

The research projects funded by the Forum deal with Europe from a
European perspective and from a Middle Eastern-Israeli-Jewish
perspective.

We see as our main task the development of competitive international
projects in the fields mentioned above. These research projects
should reflect the interdisciplinary nature of the Forum and include
various geographical regions represented in the Forum, and even
widening the scope (Spain, Portugal, etc.).

An illustrative example would be Horizon 2020.

In 2014, Prof. Ruth Fine has submitted, with a consortium of
researchers from all over Europe, a research proposal entitled
'Migrations and Diasporas: Construction and Representation of
‘Performative-Hybrid’ Identities, Gender and Cities in Global Societies
in Trans-Disciplinary Perspective'.

In the past, the Forum’s former director, Prof. Bianca Kihnel,
submitted research projects to competitive funding schemes in her
field of expertise and received funding from the Thyssen Foundation,
GIF, Minverva and ERC.

However, since the Forum had, until recently, no academic staff of its
own and even the academic affiliation of its director remains with the
disciplinary department, these proposals are not registered within the
university as proposal submitted by the Forum, but by the disciplinary
department. As a result, the Forum does not automatically receive any
compensation from the university for these submissions, but the
disciplinary department and respective faculty, although the
administrative support, language editing etc. were all done here at the
Forum.

In order to change this, the affiliation of the Forum's director should be
transferred for the duration of his/her appointment to the Forum. In
addition, it is obvious that permanent tenured faculty would strengthen
the Forum’s position in this regard and are crucial to fully achieve its
research vison.
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Collective Identity, Ideological Realignment and Party System
Change Is Crisis of Democracy a Myth? Germany and Israel in
Comparative Perspective (2" year)
Dr. Gayil Talshir, Head, Center for Advanced Public Service,
Department of Political Science, and School of Public Policy
In cooperation with Prof. Wolfgang Merkel, Wissenschaftszentrum
Berlin fir Sozialforschung (WZB) and Humboldt-Universitat zu Berlin
“Deutschland ist Stark. Und soll es bleiben” called the posters of the
ruling party, CDU, in Berlin during the 2013 campaign leading to a
landslide victory of the chancellor; “Israel — Jewish and Strong”
declared the Likud Beytenu campaign signs, endowing the pre-
election instrumental unification between the Likud Party and Israel
Beytenu the title of the largest party and the PM seat in the Israeli
Knesset. As Merkel and Netanyahu enter their third term in office, can
we say that the cry of the crisis of democracy was disproved by
history? Was the downfall of the ruling, catch-all parties, lamented by
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theoreticians and empiricists alike, too soon? Is representative
democracy, as we have known in, live and kicking as ever before?
Notice the fascinating slogans with which we started: “Germany is
strong; and should stay so” — would such a slogan, coming from a
German rightwing ruling party, be even possible 30, 20 or even 10
years ago? Has Germany overcome its shadows from the past, made
peace with its national, with small ‘n’, existence and can unashamedly
take care of German interests in the EU, being — indeed — the
strongest partner in the union? And what about the Likud slogan — has
the so-called existential threat from the Iranian bomb and the Muslim
radicalization imply that for the Israeli ruling party the basic
understanding of ‘Israel — Jewish and Democratic’ may, if need be,
give way to the clear prioritization of Jewish over democratic in sake of
remaining the strongest guy in the block, as the slogan implies?
Election results are usually analyzed in terms of voting patterns,
power share and government setting. Most election research focuses
on pattern of change in voting habits, party analysis in terms of
electoral success and strategic voting in view of the sought coalition.
This research takes the electoral scene as part of the battle over ideas
in the context of the crisis of democracy. Struggle for power is always
also a struggle between worldviews, shared identity, a vision of the
‘good society’ and a political route to lead the way.
What happened to the struggle over ideas within the crisis of
democracy? How were the concepts of ‘Germaness’ and ‘Israeliness’
transformed? Are they contested concepts among different political
parties? Do they represent different visions? How do these vision take
democracy in the nation state to be part of it? This research design
explores the notion of the crisis of legitimation of party democracy in
comparative perspective taking Germany and Israel as case studies.
Whereas theory of democracy, comparative electoral studies and
collective narratives are often regarded as ‘separate tables’ (Almond
1990), we seek to combine the three levels of analysis to a structural
argument about the viability of party democracy in the 21% century.
What is the portrait of the crisis of democracy in each of these
corpuses? Do evidence from one realm strengthen or weakens the
others? What are the major challenges for party democracy? Does the
framework of representative democracy, featuring political parties
offering competing ideologies, which they seek to translate into policy
measures through governing is dissolving, or rather strong as ever?
What is the role of aggregative parties and the Left/Right ideological
axis in determining the adaptability of the party system and realigning
— rather than dealigning — the political system? Or does Israel, with its
apparent dissolvement of a two-ruling parties system to 6-medium
sized parties point the way in which advanced democracies are going
given the challenge to national solidarity and the influence of collective
local and transnational identities?

2013-14 1"ywn nv
e Memory, Remembrance, and Public History in Germany and
Israel
Dr. Dan Porat, School of Education
In cooperation with Prof. Martin LUcke, Freie Universitat Berlin
In the past decades, both in Israel and in Germany a great deal of
effort and investment has been put into teaching and learning of the
National Socialism period and the Holocaust. Teenagers are
surrounded by the topic in all aspects of life, as a part of the official

19



education system as well as in popular media, family circles and
Internet platforms. Comparative studies of the teaching and learning of
the Holocaust and National-Socialism period in Israel and Germany
have focused on analyzing textbooks and curricula in both countries.
While these studies are significant they do not address the question of
the reception of these curricula among students. As has been well
documented in several studies, a gap frequently exists between the
‘official curriculum’ and the historical narratives that develop among
the students who consume them. The study conducts a comparative
historical analysis of how teenagers in Israel and Germany from the
1945 to the present have self-constructed their individual and
collective historical identity, as it reflected in their written narratives of
the Holocaust and the Third Reich.
For the purpose of this comparative historical analysis, the study
gathered narratives written by German and Israeli high-school
students beginning in 1945 and up to the present and is analyzing
them to uncover different historical construction of teenagers. Written
narratives such as essays and research papers are of great value for
the purpose of the study, since unlike students’ standard learning
outcomes such as tests and homework assignments which derived
directly from the formal curriculum, the narratives have been usually
written individually and enable students to express their own views by
dealing with topics beyond the standard curriculum. Therefore,
analyses of the students written narratives could uncover their
personal interpretations and assumptions regarding the Holocaust and
will enable the researchers to trace changes and transitions in the
individual as well as collective historical identity of the students. Both
the historical context in which the narratives were written as well as
the curriculum changes’ along the years is essential for the critical and
comparative analyses. For the German side, the “History Writing
Competition for High-School Students in Germany”
("Geschichtswettbewerb des Bundesprasidenten") is used as a major
database. The competition has played a central role in the process of
reshaping the national memory during the past three decades, with
thousands of students participating every year, conducting research
regarding mainly the local history of their own communities.
e Collective Identity, Ideological Realignment and Party System
Change Is Crisis of Democracy a Myth? Germany and Israel in
Comparative Perspective (1* year)
Dr. Gayil Talshir, Head, Center for Advanced Public Service,
Department of Political Science, and School of Public Policy
In cooperation with Prof. Wolfgang Merkel, Wissenschaftszentrum
Berlin fir Sozialforschung (WZB) and Humboldt-Universitat zu Berlin
See research rational above.

2012-13 2"ywn mv
e Cultural Sustainability, Social Cohesion and Glocal Education
Dr. Zvi Bekerman, School of Education
In cooperation with Prof. Karlfriedrich Herb, Universitdt  Regensburg,
Dr. Barbara Weber, Universitat Regensburg, and Prof. Eva Marsal,
Padagogische Hochschule Karlsruhe
Modern education systems function to build social cohesion through
homogenization, whether in decentralized and varied school systems
as in the USA or in highly unified and centralized systems as in
France. In schools, the main vehicles for homogenization are
language, culture, values, texts, secularism, epistemologies,
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interpretations, codes of conduct, design, and curricula; yet their
efficacy in actually promoting positive forms of social cohesion
remains unclear and varied. At the same time, cultural diversity and
cultural sustainability pose challenges to the social cohesion agenda
of education both for those concerned with integrating diverse groups
within a nation-state and for those oriented to enhancing equity and
autonomy for a particular ethnic or cultural community .

The question of whether culturally specific — faith, ethnic, linguistic,
Diaspora, Indigenous — education exacerbates societal divisions has
been an ongoing issue in modern political settings, despite the lip-
service paid to diversity being a source of civic strength and pride. A
plethora of educational solutions have been attempted with more or
less success. Questions concerning which educational policies /
approaches / curricula / strategies are better and in which contexts
remain open, as do the implications for their multiple potential
beneficiaries (states, communities, parents, students, and teachers).
Some have even denied cultural sustainability as a relevant concept
for it reifies and essentializes cultures and group boundaries in ways
that can be less than liberating, not to mention empirically hard to
demonstrate .

The great challenge confronting our world today is how to balance
these competing interests of sustainability and social cohesion and
how to overcome local and international divides that threaten the trust
and cohesion needed to acknowledge and recognize the rich diversity
that characterizes both global and local societies. Lack of shared
meanings jeopardize our co-existence and endangers future
development. Creating shared meanings, while recognizing and
acknowledging diversity, is a pre-condition to securing the world and
its future in a sustainable wellbeing and peace.
Cultural/religious/ethnic sensitive education can powerfully contribute
to the creation of an increased sense of civic global and local
belonging. By supporting inclusionary societal policies, it can promote
a shared civic vision and agenda.

The research project started by trying to bring together a group of
scholars from a variety of socio-political settings to discuss these
complex questions and issues from multiple disciplinary theoretical
(psychology, sociology, education, economics, history, literature) and
methodological perspectives. More specifically the workshop
(conducted at the Hebrew University in June 2013) wished to critically
approach the repertoire of educational strategies and pedagogies
available to approach these issues and their implications for their
multiple potential beneficiaries (states, communities, parents,
students, and teachers). The workshop brought together scholars who
have dealt with these issues in the context of studies of minority,
migrant, diaspora, and indigenous education in different regions of the
world. In doing so, it offered a unique opportunity to enrich the
knowledge, communication, and cross-pollination of ideas of those
who have, because of academic constraint, sustained parallel yet
segregated scholarly inquires. Following the workshop and in the
second face of the project (October 2013 — June 2014) we will
produce a collection of articles from the presentations at the
workshop, to be published by the Center for German Studies and
consider, given the results of the workshop, developing a proposal for
a comparative research on the issues mentioned to be submitted to an
external fund.
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2014-15 d"ywun mwv
1. Daniel Wajner, PhD candidate, International Relations
The Negotiations between the European Union and Mercosur towards
an Association Agreement: Time to (finally) formalize the relationship?
2. Hadar Jabotinsky, post-doctoral fellow, Faculty of Law
Consolidation or Fragmentation for Financial Regulators? A Story of
Information-Flow
3. Noam Peleg, post-doctoral fellow, Faculty of Law
Double Marginalization — The Right of Roma Children in Europe
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4. Or Tuttnauer, PhD candidat, Political Science
Parliamentary Oppositions in Established Democracies: A
Comparative Approach
2013-14 1"ywn mwv
1. Hanan Haber, PhD candidate, The Federmann School of Public
Policy and Government
The European Union as a Social Actor? An Analysis of social
protection in the EU’s Electricity Sector
2. Marta Kleiman, MA student, Program in European Studies
European TNCs and Human Rights
3. Shalom Zarbiv, PhD candidate, Department of Political Science
Do Integration Trajectories Exclude Immigrants? Empirical Evidence
from Germany and France
4. Anna Meloch, MA student, Program in European Studies
“National Projection or Supranational Protection?” The case of
German-Polish-Israeli strategic relations in the aftermath of 9/11
2012-13 2"yun mv
1. Reut Itzkovitch-Malka, PhD candidate, Political Science
Perceptions of Representation Employed by Elected Representatives
2. Anna Novikov, PhD candidate, Department of History
“Maurer's Children”: Questioned Identity in the Central European
Border Area
3. llana Shpaizman, PhD candidate, School of Public Policy
Ideas and Changes in Government Responsibility: the Case of
Immigration and Integration Policy in the Netherlands and Sweden
4. Ofer Waldman, MA student, German Studies
The Binding Fracture — The Czech-German "Searching for Traces"
Project in the Former Sudetenland

D'NN2 D'TIN'Y? 2NN Dyun D'zNn
2014-15 n"ywun mwv
Adi Armon, post-doctoral fellow, Program in German Studies
Between Hiroshima and Eichmann: The Philosophy of Giinther
Anders

2013-14 1"ywn nmwv
1. Israel Klein, PhD candidate, Faculty of Law
Adoption of International Accounting Standards (IFRS) in Germany
and Israel: A Comparative Study
2. Gilad Ostrovsky, PhD candidate, Department of Geography
Germany as a Leader in Environmental Policy and its Influence on the
EU
3. Ofer Waldman, PhD candidate, Program in German Studies
Prophets of a Global Apology Discourse? The Catholic Sudeten
German Organization '‘Die Ackermann Gemeinde' and the German
Guilt Discourse after the Second World War

2012-13 2"yun mwv
1. Naama Seri-Levi, MA student, Department of History of the Jewish
People and Contemporary Jewry
Two Polish-Jewish Populations in the Displaced Persons Camps in
Germany and Austria 1946-1947
2. Noga Stiassny, MA student, Program in German Studies
How Anselm Kiefer Interprets and Embraces Ideas Stemming from
Ingeborg Bachmann Works and Translating them Visually
3. Serafima Velkovich, MA student, School of Education
Young German-Speaking Volunteers in Yad Vashem
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N1l N*'Y DyVn 0NN
2014-15 n"ywun mwv
1. Nir Barak, PhD candidate, Department of Political Science
Learning from Vienna about the 'Spirit of Cities'
2. Nurit Raviv, MA student, Department of Theatre Studies
Place as witness and site of memory: A comparative analysis of
Thomas Bernhard's "Heldenplatz" and Ruth Kanner's "Dionysus at the
Center”
3. Tuvia Singer, PhD candidate, Department of History
Figures of Jews in Austrian folktales of the 19th century
2013-14 1"ywn nmwvy
1. Translation and publication of the book 'Trotz allem... Aron Menczer
und die Jugendalijah' (Joanna Nittenberg und Benjamin Kaufmann,
Eds.) to Hebrew
2. Gilad Sharvit, PhD candidate, Department of Philosophy
Freud and the Critic of Religion: Therapy and Religious Practice
3. Sara Yanovsky, post-doctoral fellow, Program in European Studies
Social Networks, Demographics, and Identity: A Prosopographical
Study of the Viennese Jewish Haute Bourgeoisie 1800-1938
2012-13 2"ywn mv
1. Nir Barak, PhD candidate, Department of Political Science
Hundertwasser's Contribution to Urban Ecologism: How Could
Ecologism be Manifested in Social and Political Urban Institutions?
2. Dr. Daniel Reiser, post-doctoral fellow, Department of Jewish
Thought
Mesmerism, Hypnosis and Jewish Mystics in Vienna in the Early
Twentieth Century
3. Prof. Yoav Rinon, School of Ancient and Modern Literatures
Karl Kraus: Translation and Publication of Selected Writings

2'¥In DX P DYV DNENN
2014-15 n"ywun mwv
1. Neri Ariel, PhD candidate, Department of Talmud and Halacha
Lost Jewish Culture in Vienna literary treasures
2. Martin Stechauner, PhD candidate, Program in European Studies
Austrian-Sephardic identity as reflected in the Viennese Judezmo
press (1850s — 1920s)

2012-13 A"ywn mv
Nir Cohen, MA student, Department of Musicology
Gideon Klein: Life and Music

NON'N NITAI N'OXIN'K, N'0N IPNY7 PN MI'AN 1911 DyLN DENN
2014-15 n"ywn mwv

1. Dimitry Kortukov, PhD candidate, Department of Political Science
The politics of electoral reform in Russia and Ukraine
2. Rozanna Almog, MA student, The Federmann School of Public
Policy and Government
What explains mother's choice of care arrangements for their children
in Russia?

2013-14 1"yun mv
Blanka Gorecka, PhD candidate, Department of Jewish and
Comparative Folklore
Polish-Jewish Relation between the Two World Wars. The
Etnohistorical Perspective
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2012-13 2"ywn mwv
1. Janetta Azarieva, PhD candidate, Department of Political Science
Grain and Power in Russia 2001-2011
2. Ella Janatovsky, MA student, Department of History
The Crystallization of National Identity in Times of War: the
Experience of a Soviet-Jewish Soldier

N9IX¥ NIAIN IZN7 NINT 719 7271 Dyun IZNn
2014-15 n"ywun mv
David Stromberg, post-doctoral fellow, Department of Romance and
Latin American Studies
Idiot Love: Emotional Cognition and Intimate Relations in Catherine
Breillat's Bad Love Desmarais

2013-14 1"ywn nmwv
Neta Peretz, MA student, Program in European Studies
Jules Pascin: Drawings 1905-1914

2012-13 2"yun mv
Achinoam Berger, MA student, Department of Comparative
Literature
Frangois Truffaut, the Film Painter of Modern Life: truffaut's Films as a
Misreading of Baudelaire's The Painter of Modern Life

N'70') NIAN PNY 72NN DYVN gNnn
2013-14 1"yun mv
Francesco Della Costa, post-doctoral fellow, Department of
Romance and Latin American Studies
Against Sickness and Boredom. A Lecture of Alberto Moravia's
Autobiographical Novels

2012-13 A"ywn mv
Enrico Lucca, post-doctoral fellow, Franz Rosenzweig Research
Center
Italians abroad: Figures of Exile in Italian Contemporary Literature
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The course consists of a simulation of the UN Security Council (UNSC), the Council of the EU and
the North Atlantic Council (NATO) decision making. It aims to expose students to the internal
decision making realities of important European/Euro-Atlantic/Global security actors.

The course will consist of a general preparation phase (setting), a development (scenario) phase,
the simulation (crisis) and a debriefing phase:

1. The general preparation will include studying the organization (UN or EU/NATO), its
capabilities, decision making procedures as well as studying the setting/conflict chosen on
which the crisis scenario will develop .

2. The scenario phase will start around 2 weeks before the simulation and will consist of pre-
prepared injects that bring the conflict to crisis level. There will be a special preparation
meeting on Wednesday 27.05 .

3. The simulation will be run with two fora in parallel session, discussing the same crisis and
the respective possible response to it. The two for a will/could be UNSC and EU or, to
provide a more comprehensive and realistic picture, UNSC and a combined EU/NATO forum
such as the PSC/NAC format .

4. To safeguard insights and lessons learned, students will write a graded paper.
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The Simulation-Seminar on EU-Enlargement gave the participants the opportunity to step into
the active role of a decision making actor (Member of the European Parliament, Commissioner,
Minister, etc.) and actually carry through the negotiations preparing and leading to EU-
accession. The Simulation Seminar included a two-day simulation-session which took place after
a period of guided preparations and individual research on the countries represented and the
issues at hand.
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In recent years, the debate on federalism has regained vigor as a political answer in searching for
more effective and appropriate systems of government in the era of globalization. Today, the
majority of the great power members of the G 20 are federal states. The general trend is
towards strengthening common power through pooling of sovereignty among diverse powers
and at the same time devolving power, looking for more flexible sharing of power and
responsibilities. Federalism is the democratic answer able to balance these opposite forces,
harnessing the positive potential among diverse entities of what otherwise might be
counterproductive forces.

This debate rages in Europe, especially in the United Kingdom and Spain. The fact is that most of
the Federal States of the G 20 come of British or Iberian traditions. The definition of federalism
is made more on political experience than in theory. After the pioneering case of Switzerland,
the main characteristics of federalism have remained constant since they were first described by
Madison in the XVIII Century.

The battle of New York is a useful way to explain how federalism works. The description of the
process of the creation of the US and the role of the Federalist papers is a useful means of
understanding how it works.

In the European case, the Schuman Declaration of 1950 defined the European Federation as a
final objective. Even today, the whole process is of pooling sovereignty among former enemies,
while keeping their diversity. The launching of the European Union with the unique currency and
the common citizenship is a federalizing process whose main challenge is to develop as a
democratic Federation of States and citizens, economically and politically.

In the case of Spain, a federal vision of Spanish History is the best way to understand the current
challenges of its future as a State. The autonomous State designed in the Constitution of 1978
took stock of the several constitutional attempts made since the XIX century. After its successful
implementation in the Constitution of 1978, there is a pressing need to adapt it to the new
reality through a constitutional reform.

Federalism is the best answer to the tension of staying or leaving, the so called "Guess who's
coming for dinner tonight" dilemma.
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This course sketched some themes associated with the histories of the Habsburg Dynasty and its
members’ political holdings from approximately the eleventh through the early twentieth
centuries, with an emphasis on the Central European branch of the family.
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The course gives an insight into different aspects of German social history. Furthermore it
provides methodological approaches in order to perceive the post-war development in Germany
both in comparative perspective (comparative, asymmetric historiography) as well as with regard
to various phenomena (society, culture, politics). The course intends to give as a complex and
wide-ranging picture of Germany. The students will thus be offered a basis for subsequent
detailed studies in various subject areas. At the same time they will become familiar with
different historiographical concepts of social and cultural history.
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The course is an introduction to the political economy of contemporary Germany in the context
of the European Union.

State-business-society relationships in post-war Germany have been classically described as
“(neo-)corporatist”. Since the 1990s, however, the “German Model” is under strain. (Re-)
unification, European integration, globalization, and political-economic reforms have changed it
profoundly. The seminar discusses the distinct features of German corporatism, the changes that
are — and have been — taking place, and whether the ‘German Model’ is still alive or can survive
in the future. To do so, the course first traces the historical origins of German (neo-) corporatism.
It then introduces some of the main institutions of German capitalism and the changes that have
been brought upon them. The seminar then situates the ‘German Model’ in the context of other
types of capitalism in Europe and their distinct ways of organizing state-business-society
relationships. It will also address current problems and issues such as the Euro debt-crisis and
issues of foreign policy.
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The Babylonian exile is a central myth and founding period in the Hebrew Bible. The course
investigated the relationship between historic and literary research of ancient texts from and
about this period and contemporary sociological and psychological debates about diaspora,
displacement and migration.

The course focused on present readings of texts from the Hebrew Bible about exile and asked for
differences and common aspects of the discussion in Europe and Israel. Can ancient texts from
the Hebrew Bible make an impact on contemporary discussions? Which contemporary models
can be useful instruments for interpreting the Hebrew Bible? Which texts are used as
arguments? The course tried to combine historical studies and contemporary sociological and
psychological debates about diaspora, displacement and migration.
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The aim of the course was to analyze European intergovernmental models of co-operation
outside of the European Union framework. The course focused on two intergovernmental
organizations, the Council of Europe and the Organization for Security and Co-operation in
Europe (OSCE) and examined the relationship between them, as well as between these two
intergovernmental bodies and the European Union.

A recurrent theme of the course was the question of whether the intergovernmental model
represents an ante chamber or an alternative to European Union accession for member States.
To illustrate the modalities of action of and interaction between the Council of Europe and the
OSCE, the course included a case study on the theme of the intergovernmental protection of
national minorities in Europe.

A second case study illustrated the relations of the Council of Europe and the OSCE with their
respective non-member States and focused on each organization’s relations with the Middle
East, which are currently undergoing significant developments in the context of the recent
developments in the region.

The course was consisted of the following seven sessions:

1. Historical overview of the development of the European unification/integration project

2. The Council of Europe: objectives, membership, structure, instruments (including the
European Convention on Human Rights)

3. The enlargement of the Council of Europe to the countries of Central and Eastern Europe: a
forerunner of EU enlargement?

4. From CSCE to OSCE: participating states, the Helsinki process, the Paris Charter, the human
dimension, field operations

5. Case study on the protection of national minorities in Europe and the role of
intergovernmental organizations

6. Interaction between intergovernmental organizations and the European Union: competition
or co-operation?

7. Case study on relations between European intergovernmental organizations and the
countries of the Middle East.
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The course offered an introduction to the main theories of European integration and
their application to the development of European integration, important integration
decisions, and the recent Eurozone crisis.

Students were familiarized with the theoretical assumptions and propositions of the
main theories of European integration and with the explanations the theories propose
for major integration processes and events.

Teaching Schedule:

1. European integration: concepts and major developments
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Intergovernmentalizm

Supranationalism

Constructivism

Deepening: Economic and Monetary Union
Widening: Eastern Enlargement
Integration theory and the Eurozone Crisis
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Two main multilateral institutions in Brussels — the EU and NATO — were the focus of
the study tour. Throughout the tour, the group of students held meetings and
discussions with senior politicians, diplomats, officials, experts and lecturers. We visited
the Council of the European Union, the European Commission, the European Parliament
and the European External Action Service. Furthermore, students visited NATO
Headquarters for a day of lectures on various issues. We also met with Israeli diplomats
from the delegation to the EU and NATO to discuss Israel’s relations with these entities
and with their institutions.
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The excursion "Passages to the East" will focus on moments of transitions in German history that
opened new opportunities and transgressed past and present, east and west, tradition and
modernity. The excursion will mainly examine traces of recent East German history and the
period of the GDR but it aims also to encounter social, cultural and artistic inter-spaces beyond
established historical narratives that created 'utopian' moments, which inter-connect the various
layers of Germany's past and present.

The excursion aims to create a direct encounter with German places of memory/history and
thereby introduce Germany's entangled past and present. Furthermore it provides historic,
cultural and political knowledge about East German society, history and culture during and in the
aftermath of the GDR. Finally, the excursion intents to teach about conceptions of pre-20th
century German tradition as 'cultural heritage' within East German historiography and beyond.
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Knowledge of the German language

Knowledge of the German language is at this point not a pre-requisite for admission into
the program for students coming from the Faculty of Social Sciences and the Faculty of
Law; however it is compulsory for all students in order to graduate to pass the exemption
exam or the “Advanced German” exam. Candidates who intend to specialize in German
literature and culture are required to demonstrate knowledge of German at beginners'
level when registering for the MA-program.

Students, who in the course of the M.A. program have to take German classes in order to
demonstrate knowledge of the German language at an advanced level, can get credit for up
to 8 credit points for German language courses offered by the Hebrew University.

Specialization Tracks

In addition to basic and methodological courses, obligatory to all participants, the program
offers five specialization tracks over a period of two years:

Politics and Economy

Law and International Relations

Geography and Urban Studies

History and Sociology

Literature, Philosophy, Culture, and the Arts

vk wnNRE

The program offers the following two degrees:

MA research degree (36 credit points)

Two out of the five specialization tracks have to be chosen. It is highly recommended that
at least one specialization track should be connected to the specialization field of the BA
studies. The program of studies will be set up in consultation with the MA program advisor
at the Center, taking into account:

a. the student's field(s) of specialization during their undergraduate studies
b. the elected specialization tracks

Basic courses (8 credit points)
The courses have to be chosen from the list of basic courses of the teaching program, from
tracks not chosen as specialization tracks.

Compulsory courses (24 credit points)

e Methodological seminar in one of the two compulsory specialization tracks in which
the MA thesis is written (4 credit points)

e Courses in two specialization tracks (10 credit points)

e Seminar paper in one of the courses. No extra credit points are given for the paper.

e Simulation course (2 credit points)

e Advanced or specialized German language course or seminar (8 credit points)
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Elective courses (4 credit points)
The courses have to be chosen from the list of elective courses of the teaching program.

M.A. Thesis (35% of the final grade) is written under the supervision of one of the
professors of the Faculties of Social Sciences, Law or Humanities. The thesis is graded by
two teachers and, together with the final grade, determines the eligibility of the student for
the Ph.D. program.

MA diploma degree (46 credit points)

Three out of the five specialization tracks have to be chosen.

Basic courses (8 credit points)
The courses have to be chosen from the list of basic courses of the teaching program, from
tracks not chosen as specialization tracks.

Compulsory courses (30 credit points):

e Interdisciplinary departmental seminar or tutorial (4 credit points)

e Courses in three different specialization tracks (14 credit points)

e Seminar paper in one of the courses. No extra credit points are given for the paper.
e Simulation (2 credit points)

e Advanced or specialized German course or seminar (8 credit points)

Elective courses (8 credit points):

The courses have to be chosen from the list of elective courses of the teaching program.
Other courses may be chosen after the approval of the academic head of the program.

At least one course will be a seminar in which the student writes a seminar paper.
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The course provided an overview over the constitutional system of the Federal Republic
of Germany established by its federal Constitution, the Basic Law.

The main emphasis was placed on the fundamental principles governing the character
of the Federal Republic, federalism, democracy, the rule of law, social state and
republic, the functions of the state organs, the control of constitutionality and the
protection of fundamental rights.

Course outline:

e Legacies and Weight of History: Introduction

e System of Government: “Chancellor Democracy”

e The Federal System: Checks and Balances rather than Diversity

e “Rechtsstaat” (Rule of Law) and Role of the Federal Constitutional Court

e Human Dignity and Fundamental Rights: The Individual at the Centre
e The Challenge of European Integration
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Walter Benjamin has by now become an almost iconic thinker. This was not always the case. At
the time of his death in 1940 in Portbou, on his flight from national-socialist Germany, his
writings were almost unknown. What is it about Benjamin’s thinking that makes it so relevant
for us today? What kind of relationship does his thinking have to academic disciplines such as
literary and media studies, philosophy or sociology? What does Benjamin understand by
criticism? How do concepts such as experience, destruction, memory, life, happiness figure in his
writings? This course is an introduction to the questions that arise when reading Benjamin’s
works and an introduction to its most important themes and figures of thought.
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To which extent does literature and poetic language figure in the thinking of two of the most
important intellectuals of the 20th century, namely Hannah Arendt and Theodor Adorno — two
writers who were constantly in conflict with each other? Hannah Arendt maintains that the
poets are archivists of facts: "The men who stand guard over facts are not the officers of interest
groups — no matter how legitimate their claims — but the reporters, the historians, and finally the
poets." (1966). In this course, using exemplary texts, we explored how Arendt and Adorno refer
in their writings to German literature — for example to works by Goethe, Heine, Rilke, Brecht,
Kafka and Hebbel. This course was also an introduction to questions and problems about the
relationship between literature and philosophy.

Y'Y 2I0 nx nn QY

11'no N7TIX VA2 'O

Place and Displacement: Transnational NITI' NN DY NN ,0ipn 30182
German-Jewish Culture NI7122 NXIN NINIA
™ 2 'NX qV0no

N'INNAN1 IR NA'NY O'RON'R 751 0TI DN DNNANAY D'VOZVI NIMNKR NN'Y' NN FOY 0NN
N'OIINN NNAoN N2 oNIpn L "Npy”l "nipm" Dawmn 7y waT JInn .0MYyn kNN )7nna
.[N2 D701V 1XYW NN'Y'AI D'VORVN NX WTN TIXA NI'RAN

Y'Y 210 n¥NN DV

11'no ITDWYX 19V "1

MEMORY, REMEMBRANCE, AND — 7XYMI N"INNAA (N2 DNXAA ,AMI00T 34928
PUBLIC HISTORY IN GERM 'R 7'n

™ 2 ‘N 0ono N'72182 TN

NN AT NIYRYA POYI '71212 N'YOINN NU'ONQMIND DY QIN'YWAI 7apna 7nann 00N
"N T IRAYE NRYAI9T1 NINNAN NNOYER N9INn 7NN DINYA-0TIANY 'ON' 7w DINnI
[AT7 NNTD 0NN NNVN .A™MIYN D7IVN NNNA INRY IRIW-NNIA 'oN' TV NRIYDL 'WYYn
,IN2'T AN 12D IRIY-1INNAN YRR DIIYL 0'RYI DY NITTIANNA NAIAN NIOINN D'0ITIVOY

MY NNI00TNI NNXIN

Y'Y 210 nXNn DY

RIVAY] 'Y N

MEMORY, REMEMBRANCE PUBLIC — INWnI NINN22 [ND'TI ANXAA ,NNI00 34933
HISTORY IN GERMANY B 2 7'n

™2 2 quono n'72182 T

45




This course is the second part of the seminar 34928. Mutual week long visits will take place in
Berlin and Jerusalem, in which both Israeli and German students will jointly learn about the
culture of Holocaust memory and remembrance in the respective countries.
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The course analyses films from Germany, France, the Netherlands, Poland, Czech Republic, Israel
and other countries in relation to concepts of global and European Holocaust remembrance and
transnational aesthetics. It will provide interdisciplinary knowledge in transnational cinema
studies, memory studies and European studies. The aim of the course is enabling the students to
analyze visual culture in relation to social and historical discourses and to situate current cinema
in a transnational as well as film historical context.
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AT DINN2 DNISA JITN 5.1
To enhance the Forum's research impact in the academic milieu and
visibility, it will continue to organize international conferences and
workshops, also in cooperation with different departments of the
Hebrew University and other institutions in Israel and abroad.
One example would be the international conference '50 Years of
German-Israeli Relations: Evaluating the Present, Envisioning the
Future', which took place on March 2015, with over 40 participants,
large audience, and massive exposure.
For the next academic year, we are planning an international
conference on Area Studies, in cooperation with various institutes at
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. The conference's steering
committee includes not only HUJI faculty, but also partners from
Germany.
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Education in Migrant and Minority Families: Explorations in Religious Faith, Societal
Integration, and Civic Education
International Symposium

October 9-11, 2012
In cooperation with the Melton Center, School of Education

Cross-national migratory flows and internal migrations involving millions of people from
diverse social statuses, and from heterogeneous ethno-cultural and religious backgrounds,
have rapidly intensified under the ascendancy of globalization.

Modern education systems were established in order to build social cohesion through
homogenization and maintain social control, whether through decentralized and varied
school systems as in the United States or in highly unified and centralized systems as in
France.

Migratory flows pose challenges to some of the constitutive principles of education
systems in highly developed and developing countries (i.e. Western and Eastern Europe
and the Middle East) where social cohesion is viewed as being endangered by cultural and
religious differences (e.g. involving Muslims). In recent decades the problem has been
aggravated to the extent that modern societies seem to have set constraints on their
culture of political debate and reached their limits in terms of their capacity to integrate
migratory/minority groups. Furthermore, public opinion has come often to view the
project and ideals of multiculturalism as a failure. Within this context, certain cultures and
religions are perceived as a danger to democracy.

Since 2000, Pisa studies have shown highly diversified education systems in European
countries (e.g. Austria, Germany) to have a negative impact on the education of migrants.
The socialization and education of migrant/minority youth is suspected of not supporting
civic and democratic attitudes and practices, and migrant/minority families have become
a focus of public interest. It is the migrant/minority families and their associated social
networks that are seen as the main factor responsible for the present failures of the
education systems.

The symposium focused on the intersection between education, religion, and citizenship
within socio-political contexts, as well as tensions related to the presence of varied
migrant/minority populations in a selection of countries.

The countries chosen for the first stage of what will hopefully evolve into a larger
international comparative study — Austria, Germany, Croatia, Romania, Serbia, and Israel —
all confront such situations and have developed or are developing different approaches to
the perceived problems.

The symposium offered a first opportunity for a rather small group of researchers
representing these countries to get acquainted with each other’s socio-political contexts,
the societal and educational approaches developed within them to manage cultural
differences, and the existing academic work on these issues, with the aim of starting a
dialogue that could lead to the submission of a proposal to a competitive research
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foundation.

External Governance in Theory and Practice: Insights from Israel and the European
Union
Jean Monnet Workshop

October 27-29, 2012

The Eighth Annual Graduate Conference in Political Science, International Relations and
Public Policy in Memory of the Late Yitzhak Rabin
International Graduate Conference

December 12-14, 2012

In cooperation with the Leonard Davis Institute for International Relations, the
Department of Political Science, the Department of International Relations and the
Federmann School of Public Policy & Government.

Cultural Encounters in 18th- and 19th-Century Britain

Graduate Students Workshop

December 16-18, 2012

In cooperation with the Faculty of Humanities' PhD Honors Program

The purpose of this workshop was to allow for graduate students the opportunity to
present their research to their teachers and peers, in a supportive, yet intensive and
productive, environment. The initiative grew from a group of five students at the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem, who established a study group devoted to 18th and 19th
centuries Britain, under the auspices of the Institute of Western Cultures. Their planned
workshop was aimed at the larger audience of students and faculty in Israel, whose work
is related to this historical context. Thus, one of the great benefits of this endeavour was
to establish connections within the Israeli academic world .

The planned workshop received grants from both the European Forum and the Mandel
School for Advanced Studies, both at the Hebrew University, which allowed the invitation
of two distinguished guests from the University of Indiana — Prof. Mary Favret and Prof.
Andrew Miller. They were joined by Prof. Ilana Blumberg, from Michigan State University.
The Israeli respondents throughout the workshop were: Prof. Dror Wahrman (HU), Prof.
Billie Melman (Tel-Aviv), Dr. Eitan Bar-Yosef (Ben Gurion), Dr. Ayelet Ben-Yishai (Haifa), Dr.
Alberto Gabriele (Tel-Aviv), Dr. Yael Shapira (Bar-llan) and Prof. Efraim Sicher (Ben
Gurion).

Ten students — in their MA, PhD or post-doctoral stages — presented papers during the
workshop, on topics varying from the individual versus society in literary works to various
cultural encounters in imperial or urban settings, from representations of criminals to
performance and its affect/effect (see attached program). The workshop was framed with
opening and closing lectures by the guest speakers and a concluding session where
various strands and themes from throughout the workshop were discussed.
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Jean-Francgois Lyotard — The Misery of Philosophy: How to Resist
International Conference

March 20-21, 2013

In cooperation with the Department of Romance and Latin American Studies

In this conference we discussed in detail the vast and diverse philosophy of the French
philosopher Jean-Francois Lyotard (1924-1998), who was a leading figure in the influential
discourse of contemporary continental philosophy.

Lyotard's philosophy touches many areas: aesthetics, philosophy, psychoanalysis, politics,
film, music, art, and the relationship between the various fields, and discusses varied and
different themes: debt, the sublime, childhood, the body, law, justice, method,
enlightenment, time, testimony, tort, sacrifice, Christianity, Judaism, and again and again
on "Auschwitz" — the disaster that is etched in the philosophy of Lyotard and is carried in
itself in diverse and complex manners. Meanwhile, Lyotard also manages a renewed
dialogue with parts of the Western philosophical tradition: with Plato, Aristotle, Kant,
Hegel, Marx, Adorno, Heidegger, Wittgenstein, Levinas and others, and re-reads some of
the canonical texts of this tradition.

Through the question we placed at the center of our discussion: "The Misery of
Philosophy — How to Resist?", we explored Lyotard's complex and original thought, and
link the various sensitivities and concerns that motivated his writing.

Resistance in the sense of politics, which seeks to present a comprehensive alternative to
the existing democratic liberal order, cannot exist in the current system or "method", said
Lyotard. We are currently dealing with a capitalist society, and the "capitalist techno -
science", which is a system (or "method"), a huge and complex thing nothing is able to
challenge it as a whole, and the political struggles that take place in it are part of it and
take place within it. But alongside the melancholic tone that emerges from these things,
Lyotard never stopped engaging the question: how to resist? And more specifically, how
to continue to create thought and language dialogue that oppose injustice, suffering,
exploitation, oppression, silencing or exclusion, by other means and new spaces, and first
of all, outside of what he called "a big political salvation."

Strindberg Beyond Borders: an International Conference Marking the Centennial of
August Strindberg's Death

April 29-30, 2013

In cooperation with the Department of Theater Studies

The Theatre Studies Department at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem marked the 2012
centennial of the death of the eminent Swedish playwright August Strindberg with a series
of activities. These culminate in this international conference, held at the Hebrew
University in cooperation with the European Forum and the Israeli Theatre Research
Society.

The conference included contributions from both senior and junior scholars. The academic
sessions were complemented by a performance of Strindberg’s play, The Stronger, and by
a student workshop based on Strindberg's texts.
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Europe Day
May 13, 2013
In cooperation with the Delegation of the European Union to the State of Israel

Celebrating Europe Day at the Hebrew University is a well established tradition initiated
and organized by the European Forum. Throughout the years, Europe Day was
commemorated with a strong emphasis on reaching to the general public, bringing key
speakers from academia and the policy arena to speak and debate at different central
places in the city of Jerusalem. Europe Day 2013 furthered this tradition by blending
together academic excellence with a festive celebration of the European spirit. Europe
Day comprised of two events: an academic conference and a Eurofest, featuring Café
Europe, Prize winning contest, live music and more. All events were free and open for
students and the general public.

Eurofest

Information stands of EU member states and cultural institutes at the "Forum" of Mount
Scopus' campus
'Europe on the Map'

Prize winning contest for students
Café Europe
Meeting with ambassadors of EU member states

Europe Day Colloguium:

His Excellency the Ambassador Andrew Standley

The Challenge to be the Head of the EU Delegation to Israel — On-Stage Interview
Prof. Anton Pelinka, Central European University, Budapest

The European Union's "Finality"

Mr. Elinadav Heymann, Director at EFI (European Friends of Israel)

Challenges of Lobbying EU-Israel Relations

The EU, Israel and the 'Arab Spring' States: Beyond the Status Quo

International workshop

May 22-23, 2013

In cooperation with Science Po, Paris and the Centre de Recherche Francais a Jérusalem

Starting in 1959 with the establishment of diplomatic relations between the European
Economic Community (EEC) and Israel, their relations have been embedded in a difficult
geostrategic regional context. Yet, despite numerous regional crises, their relations have
never ceased. Because of Israel’s regional isolation, the EU is Israel’s ‘hinterland’,
particularly in the economic domain. The EU is Israel’s largest commercial partner. The
strategic relations between the EU and Israel — mainly at the member states’ level — have
grown, notably due to the perception of common threats such as the Iranian nuclear
program.

Yet this deepening of relations remains constrained by the regional context and
disagreements at the political level. The drafting of a new EU-Israel action plan was frozen
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after the outbreak of Israel’s Operation Cast Lead in the Gaza Strip from 27 December
2008 to 18 January 2009. From the EU’s point of view, Israel fails to comply with its
political preference regarding the conflict, namely the two-state solution. In Israel, a sense
of fatigue characterizes the government’s attitude towards the EU despite a willingness to
broaden the scope of their relations. In this context, Israel’s and the EU’s respective
reactions to the ‘Arab Spring’ events can either deepen mutual incomprehension or
increase mutual understanding.

The impact of the ‘Arab Spring’, starting with the popular revolt in Tunisia in December
2010 and January 2011, on Israel’s and the EU’s regional policies, and on their mutual
relations, remains to be investigated. The EU launched official negotiations to establish
free trade zones with Egypt and Tunisia while imposing sanctions on Syria. Israel is
contemplating the renegotiation of its peace treaty with Egypt, notably regarding the
status of Sinai, and is closely observing the developments in Syria, fearful that they could
trigger a worsening in the two states’ tense relations. In the West Bank, Palestinians
demonstrated against the rising cost of living and are more and more sceptical about the
role of the Palestinian Authority (PA). Against this backdrop, the EU and Israel oscillate
between favouring the unstable status quo and reviewing their policies.

The workshop aimed at examining EU relations with Israel and its neighbours in the
context of the ‘Arab Spring’. Presentations shed light on the new challenges facing the EU,
Israel, and the ‘Arab Spring’ states, and the extent to which the recent developments
could positively or negatively affect relations.

Cultural Sustainability, Social Cohesion and Glocal Education

In cooperation with the Melton Center for Jewish Education at the Hebrew University and
the Kalman Center for Jewish Education in Tel Aviv University
June 16-18, 2013

T'yUn mv

Elie Wiesel: Memory, Midrash and Song
International colloquium
October 14-16, 2013

In cooperation with the Department of Romance and Latin American Studies and the
International Center for University Teaching of Jewish Civilization

Transnational Dimensions of Global Governance
The 5th International Doctoral Students' Workshop
October 30-31, 2013

In cooperation with the Department of International Relations, the Leonard Davis Institute
for International Relations, and Einstein Stiftung Berlin

From the Classicism to the Avant-Garde: in Memoriam Illya Serman (1913-2010)
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International conference
December 3-5, 2013

In cooperation with the Department of German, Russian, and East European Studies

Freud and the Humanities Revisited: Literature and Literary Criticism in Freudian Context
Today
International conference

December 9-10, 2013

Revealers of Secrets — 200 Years of Galician Haskalah
5th International Conference for the Study of the Haskalah Movement
December 22-25, 2013

In cooperation with the Mandel Institute of Jewish Studies and the Center for Research on
the History and Culture of Polish Jewry, Leo Baeck Institute Jerusalem, the Institute for the
History of Polish Jewry and Israel-Poland Relations at Tel Aviv University, the Project of
the Jews in Galicia and Bukovina at Herzl Institute, and the University of Haifa Jewish
Galicia and Bukovina Association

The year 2013 marked the bicentennial of two initiatives that marked the beginning of the
Haskalah movement in Galicia: the establishment of a modern Jewish school and the
composition of a Hebrew maskilic journal by one of the leaders of the movement, Joseph
Perl.

Galicia was one of the three major centers of the Haskalah, along with Germany and the
Russian Empire. The center in Galicia led the Haskalah in the first half of the nineteenth
century, paving new paths in Jewish culture and Jewish thought, ‘Wissenschaft des
Judentums’, Hebrew and Yiddish literature, and Jewish nationalism. Despite the central
role of the Galician Haskalah in shaping the face of modern European Judaism and the
image of the modern Jew, its place in Haskalah historiography is less prominent than that
of the other two centers. The conference focus was a renewed discussion and a
comprehensive consideration of the Galician Haskalah.

Contemporary Germany in Israel
National workshop
January 16, 2014

In cooperation with the Haifa Center for German and European Studies

9th Annual Israeli Workshop for German History and Culture
National workshop
January 20, 2014

In cooperation with the Franz Rosenzweig Minerva Research Center, the Richard Koebner
Minerva Center for German History, The Leo Baeck Institute Jerusalem, the Minerva
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Institute for German History at Tel Aviv University, The Bucerius Institute for Research of
Contemporary German History and Society at the University of Haifa, and the Haifa Center
for German and European Studies

The Challenges of Austrian-Israeli Relations

1st meeting of the Austria-Israel Salon

March 4, 2014

In cooperation with the forum 'Young Israelis Meeting Austria'

The economic crisis, rising right wing extremism, coping with the memories of the Shoa,
the Arab-Israeli conflict, and the implications of these developments on the Jewish
community in Austria are topics that will be discussed.

Europe Day
May 12, 2014
In cooperation with the Delegation of the European Union to the State of Israel

Celebrating Europe Day at the Hebrew University is a well established tradition initiated
and organized by the European Forum. Throughout the years, Europe Day was
commemorated with a strong emphasis on reaching to the general public, bringing key
speakers from academia and the policy arena to speak and debate at the Hebrew
University. Europe Day 2014 furthered this tradition by blending together academic
excellence with a festive celebration of the European spirit. Europe Day comprised of two
events: an academic conference and a Eurofest, featuring Café Europe, Prize winning
contest, live music and more. All events were free and open for students and the general
public.

Eurofest

Information stands of EU member states and cultural institutes at the "Forum" of Mount
Scopus' campus
Europe Trivia Game

Prize winning contest for students
Café Europe
Meeting with ambassadors of EU member states

Europe Day Colloguium

Lecture: The European Union, Weaver of Peace

Prof. Enrique Barén Crespo, Jean Monnet Chair, Universidad de Castilla la Mancha;
Former President of the European Parliament
Respondents:

H.E. Ambassador Lars Faaborg-Andresen, Head of the European Union Delegation to the
State of Israel
Prof. Alfred Tovias, Jean Monnet Chair, the Hebrew University of Jerusalem

Jerusalem Workshop on Regulatory Intermediaries and Trans-National Governance
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International workshop
May 12-14, 2014

In cooperation with the Leonard Davis Institute for International Relations, the
Federmann School of Public Policy and Governance, the Authority for Research and
Development — Hebrew University, and the Department of Political Science

Intentionally Left Blank — Raum fiir Notizen. Aufzeichnungsverfahren mit Arbeitsheften,
Notizbiichern, Alben
International conference

May 12-14, 2014

In cooperation with DAAD Walter Benjamin Chair at the Department of German, Russian
and East European Studies — Devision of German Language and Literature

Reflections on the New German Government

Roundtable Discussions

Moderator: Mr. David Witzthum, Channel 1, Israel Broadcasting Authority
May 15, 2014

Crimea: Anatomy of a Crisis
Symposium
May 21, 2014

In cooperation with the Leonard Davis Institute for International Relations

Looking at Then, Now
1st International Oral History Conference
June 8-10, 2014

In cooperation with the Avraham Harman Institute of Contemporary Jewry, Oral History
Division

n"yun mv

New Perspectives on the First World War
International Multidisciplinary Conference
November 10-12, 2014

In cooperation with The Leonard Davis Institute for International Relations
The Turbulent Year: Russia and the Post-Soviet States

International conference

December 15, 2014
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In cooperation with the Israeli Center for Russian and Eurasian Studies (ICRES)

Perspectives on European Integration and the Political Economy of Peace-Making:
A Tribute to Alfred Tovias upon his Retirement
December 21, 2014

In cooperation with the Leonard Davis Institute for International Relations

Contemporary Germany in Israel
Students' workshop

In cooperation with the Haifa Center for German and European Studies, University of
Haifa
January 15, 2015

National Revival in the Shadow of European Unity: The "Spring of Nations" after the
Congress of Vienna and the Relation between National Movements in Europe and the
EU Today

International workshop

January 28-29, 2015

Annual Israeli Workshop for German History and Culture
National workshop

February 2, 2015

50 Years of German-Israeli Relations: Evaluating the Present, Envisioning the Future
International conference

March 8-10, 2015

Europe Day
May 5, 2015
In cooperation with the Delegation of the European Union to the State of Israel

Celebrating Europe Day at the Hebrew University is a well established tradition initiated
and organized by the European Forum. Throughout the years, Europe Day was
commemorated with a strong emphasis on reaching to the general public, bringing key
speakers from academia and the policy arena to speak and debate at the Hebrew
University. Europe Day 2015 furthered this tradition by blending together academic
excellence with a festive celebration of the European spirit. Europe Day comprised of two
events: an academic conference and a Eurofest, featuring Café Europe, Prize winning
contest, DJ and more. All events were free and open for students and the general public.
Eurofest

Information stands of EU member states and cultural institutes at the "Forum" of Mount
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Scopus' campus
Café Europe
Meeting with ambassadors of EU member states

Europe Day Roundtable: Israel-EU relations after the elections

Chair: Prof. Guy Harpaz, Faculty of Law and the Department of International Relations
Participants:

H.E. Ambassador Lars Faaborg-Andersen, Head of the European Union Delegation to the
State of Israel
Dr. Vicente Palacio, Fundacién Alternativas, Spain

H.E. Ambassador Ran Curiel, former ambassador of Israel to the European Union
Dr. Arad Nir, Head of Foreign News Desk, Channel 2 News

Mrs. Avivit Bar-llan, Department for European Organizations, Ministry of Foreign Afffairs
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During the 10 years of its existence, the European Forum at the
Hebrew University has built two MA study program, shaped its
research profile, and has become a hub of interest and activity related
to the study of contemporary Europe, European culture, society and
integration at the Hebrew University and in Israel in general, acquiring
a high reputation in the Israeli and international academic world. Since
its establishment in 2005, there has been a yearly intake of excellent
and dedicated graduate students, PhD candidates and postdoctoral
young scholars from Israel and abroad who see modern Europe as the
focus of their academic work and research, and have laid the ground
for their future work inside and outside the university.
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We will continue to expand the network of cooperation with relevant
institutions in lIsrael, such as the Center for German and European
Studies at Haifa University, the Center for European Studies at the
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, etc.
The European Studies has initiated a Graduate Program (non degree)
at the Hebrew University’s Rothberg International School in European
and Mediterranean Studies, which will foster a more close intellectual
contact between European and Israeli students.
In addition, we are developing joint degree programs in European
Studies and German Studies with the Faculty of Law.
The European Forum will continue to develop the graduate colloquium
initiated in the academic year 2011-12, organized by doctoral and
post-doctoral students and dedicated to presentations of MA and PhD
theses on German and European topics in progress. It is our intention
to turn the colloquium into a national and international framework
under increased cooperation with the other European Studies
Institutes. Holding a national workshop for graduate students on
European Studies, as the one we have in German Studies, will be a
first step.
We wish to initiate cooperation between the European Forum's
programs and relevant departments at European universities, so that
areas of study not covered by the Forum will become accessible to our
students. Our agreement with Freie Universitat Berlin for student
exchange is the model.
We plan to deepen our cooperation with the network of DAAD Centers
for German Studies and the network of Centers for Austrian Studies
by opening our simulation workshops and other research and teaching
activities to students of these centers.
The European Forum is working toward the establishment of a new
Center dealing with an area neglected till now: The Center for Spanish
Studies. The first step in this respect was the creation of an Annual
Visiting Lectureship, "Ortega y Gasset", and an annual intensive
course on contemporary Spain, funded by the Spanish Government.
The next step is the creation of the Center.
The Center for Spanish Studies could be established as a joint venture
of the Spanish Government (the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the
Spanish Ministry of Education, Science and Culture, Centro Sefarad-
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Israel) and the Friends of the Hebrew University in Spain.

The Center for Spanish Studies will advance Spanish contemporary
studies in Israel, and serve as a forum where Israeli and Spanish
scholars and students come together for collaboration, study and
academic exchanges. It will advance the study and research of
Spain’s role in the Mediterranean Basin, as well as cultural, historical,
economic and political themes that will promote a better understanding
and perception between Spain and Israel. The Center will advance
teaching, studying and research exchange between Spain and Israel
by offering grants scholarships aimed particularly at early career
researchers.
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